VALUABLE JUMP MARES’ RACES 2007/08
The 2007/2008 Jump Season sees the introduction of a number of mares’ black-type weight-for-age Hurdle races to compliment the current programme of Listed Handicaps and National Hunt Flat races.  The proposal for an enhanced programme has received the full support of the Thoroughbred Breeders’ Association and allows us to reflect more closely the black-type programmes of Ireland and France, both of which offer 10 weight-for-age opportunities for mares.  The flagship event for the programme is a 2m 4½f Grade 2 Hurdle race, at the Cheltenham Festival in March, 2008.

Races will be given at least three seasons in order to prove themselves at the required Grade 2 or Listed level, judged like all Pattern and Listed races, on the ratings of the four highest-rated runners.  If they are not working after this time, they may be subject to downgrading and having their black-type status removed.  

The British Horseracing Authority has committed £220,000 from the Development Fund towards the following races:
DATE

VENUE

RACE TYPE

DIST
CLASS

VALUE
03/11/07
Wetherby
WFA Hurdle

2m
1, Listed            
£40,000 New
10/11/07
Wincanton
Open H’cap Hurdle
2m 6f
2

£30,000

27/11/07
Kempton Park
WFA Hurdle

2m 5f
1, Listed
£40,000 New
27/12/07
Kempton Park
Open H’cap Hurdle
3m 
2

£30,000

05/01/08
Sandown Park
WFA Hurdle

2m 4f
1, Listed
£40,000 New
19/01/08
Ascot

WFA Hurdle

3m
1, Grade 2
£50,000 New 
26/01/08
Doncaster
WFA Hurdle 

2m
1, Grade 2
£50,000 New
14/03/08
Cheltenham
WFA Hurdle

2m 4½f
1, Grade 2
£100,000 New
17/04/08
Cheltenham
Open H’cap Hurdle
2m 5½f
1, Listed
£40,000
18/04/08
Ayr

Open H’cap Hurdle
2m 
2

£30,000

NOVICES’ RACES

DATE

VENUE

RACE TYPE

DIST
CLASS

VALUE

08/03/08
Sandown Park
National Hunt Flat
2m ½f
1, Listed
£25,000

29/03/08
Newbury
Open Nov H’cap Hurdle
2m 5f
1, Listed
£50,000

29/03/08
Newbury
Open Nov H’cap Chase
2m 6½f
1, Listed
£50,000

04/04/08
Aintree

National Hunt Flat
2m 1f
1, Listed
£30,000  










Total
£605,000
